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C
ommunity col-
lege students
who transfer to
four-year col-

leges with an associate
degree are more likely to
earn a bachelor’s degree
than similar students who
transfer without one,
according to a new study
from the Community Col-
lege Research Center
(CCRC).

Nearly two thirds of
community college stu-
dents who transfer to
four-year colleges do so
without first earning an
associate degree. And
while more than 80 per-
cent of all entering com-
munity college students
indicate their intention to
earn a baccalaureate,
only 15 percent end up
doing so within six years.

The analysis found that
students who transferred
with an associate degree
had an advantage: they
were 49 percent more
likely to complete a bach-
elor’s degree within four
years, and 22 percent
more likely to earn one
within six years.

“Our study provides evi-
dence that students
should be encouraged to
complete an associate
degree before transfer,
and that concomitantly,
states should work on
implementing policies that
guarantee credit transfer
for students enrolling at
public four-year colleges
with a degree,” according
to a CCRC press release.

Students who transfer
to four-year colleges often
drop out before complet-
ing a bachelor’s degree.
And because less than a
third of them complete an
associate degree before
transferring, they often
leave college with no
degree at all.

This is the second
CCRC study that high-
lights the benefits of earn-
ing an associate degree
before transferring to a
four-year college. Last
summer, CCRC released
a report on the economic
benefits for students and
states related to earning
a degree before transfer.

To meet national goals
of increasing the number

G
reening the
Campus Co-
Coordinators
Tyson Ellis and

Greg Hollmann provided
this wrap-up of Earth
Week 2014 activities,
April 21-25, on the Ina
campus:

On Tuesday and
Wednesday, reusable
water bottles were
passed out to students,
faculty and staff in the

Notch. We had 200 bot-
tles to give away and
had no problem getting
rid of them. We are
thankful for all those
who came by, and apolo-
gize to those who were
unable to obtain a bottle.
One of the reasons we
gave the bottles away
was to draw attention to
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R
end Lake College is
mourning the loss of
one of its biggest sup-
porters, Jim Kelly. The

retired Sesser banker of more
than 30 years, and former chair-
man of the Rend Lake College
Foundation Board of Directors,
passed away Saturday night at
Memorial Hospital in Carbon-
dale after a brief illness. Kelly
was 78.

Kelly went to college when it
was rare for a high school grad-
uate to do so. Enrollment was
just beginning to bulk up at
post-secondary institutions
across the nation. Federal
scholarships and low-interest
loans for college students
wouldn't be created by congress
for another decade. The G.I. Bill

had been around for a little
more than 10 years and Kelly
was a veteran of the U.S. Army.

He graduated from Sesser’s
Goode-Barren Township High
School in 1953, just before the
Illinois Community College Act
came along to establish junior
colleges in Illinois. Kelly never
got the chance to attend a com-
munity college. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in social stud-
ies from Southern Illinois Uni-
versity in Carbondale, but
always wondered what kind of
teacher he would make. During
an interview in 2012, he said he
felt a calling to the profession.
But life presented a different
path.

“I got a chance to go into
banking. So, I thought, well,
maybe I better go there,” he
said. “I always knew the impor-

tance of education. I stress that.
I’ve got two grandsons … and I
told them, ‘You are going to
have to study and get good
grades so you can get a schol-
arship to go to a good school.
Grandpa may not be around.’
He laughed, adding, “College is
important. In my time [many]
people didn’t go to college, but
that was when college really
began.”

Kelly recognized that graduate
degrees aren’t for every student
and that skills learned right at
RLC are, in many cases,
enough to earn a great living.

“The thing of it is … we have
welders who make $50,000 or
$60,000 a year.You really have
to go all the way to a doctorate
before you can earn more than
that. And you have to be pretty
smart to be a welder. The impor-

tance of education is getting
greater all the time and the
vocational even more so, I think.
But, it’s according to what a
man or woman wants to do.”

When he joined the RLC
Foundation Board of Directors
in 1995, the Foundation was in
the second year of a two-year
capital campaign called “Gener-
ations of Excellence,” spear-
headed by local businessman
Sam Mateer. Over the next 10
years, the Foundation continued
to put local giving to good use
with the construction of the
indoor Aquatics Center that’s
attached to the gym, the RLCF
Children’s Center on the  north-
west corner of campus, and the
Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville Cam-
pus.

In 2012, Kelly said of all the
campaigns and construction

projects over the years, the
expansion that year to the satel-
lite campus in Pinckneyville
came to mind as being a very
significant step forward.

“That was one of the best
moves we made,” he said. “We
furnished the money for [the col-
lege] so they could go ahead
and finish it up.”

He said board member Rich
Yunkus played a big part in rec-
ognizing the need to provide a
complete degree program at the
MWPC and eliminate the cost
students take on from the trip to
Ina and back.

“Rich said, ‘That’s what our
Foundation is for, to furnish
money for kids and for such
endeavors,’” Kelly explained.

Earth Week at RLCStudents with associate
degrees are more likely
to earn baccalaureates

RLC mourns passing of longtime supporter Jim Kelly

Twitter: Matt Decker tweeted “Bobbie Jo and her HOF
plaque.” Bobbie Jo Bivens-Decker is a 2014 RLC Sports
Hall of Fame inductee.

Facebook: Former Warriors pitcher Nathan Dorris, of
Marion, was pictured with his mom at a Chicago Cubs
spring training game against the L.A. Angels in Ari-
zona. Dorris got the thrill of suiting up for the Cubs, but
he didn’t get the call to the mound. Looking good in that
Cubbie blue, Nathan!

Associate ..............
continues on page 2

Kelly ............................
continues on page 5

Earth Week ..........
continues on page 5



PAGE 2 Thursday, May 8, 2014REND LAKE COLLEGE

CENTRALIA COIN,
STAMP, ETC.

— TOP PRICES PAID —
Corner of Broadway & Cherry 533-4200

centraliacoin.com

2014
Baseball

Silver
Dollar

First U.S.
Curved Coin

COUPON

1413 W. Main
Salem

548-5331

PIZZA MAN
Chicken Fajita Salad
$1.00 OFF

Your Hometown Pizza Man
(A Salem Tradition)

Not valid with any other discount offer.
Expires 5/15/14

We
Honor All

Competitor
Coupons

—— WE USE ONLY FRESH INGREDIENTS ——

Twin Willows
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• Medicare approved rehabilitation services provided by “Rehab Care” a 
provider of physical, occupational and speech therapy in forty-three states.

• Locally owned and operated.
• Public Health annual inspection for 3-2007 

cites no deficiencies — public health’s
highest compliment.

• When you’ve been in the hospital and need 
therapy to get back home call 548-0542.

Come Live With Us,
Phone 548-0542

Route 37 North • Salem
Todd Woodruff
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Daphne Mitchell, director of Rend Lake College’s
Studio RLC cosmetology program, spoke to
soon-to-be graduates Wednesday about dressing
for success when it comes to interviews and
work. Mitchell’s was the final presentation in a
series of Lunch ’n Learn worshops hosted by
RLC’s Student Transfer and Retention Support
(STARS) program and the South Central Illinois
Area Health Education Center (SCI-AHEC).
(Nathan Wheeler / RLC Public Information)

Sudoku puzzle solution is
printed on page 5.

of Americans with college
credentials, community col-
leges are increasingly
encouraging students to
commit to completing an
associate degree. Many are
even reaching out to former
students who have earned
enough credits to award
them an associate degree.

The new CCRC study
indicated that policy seems
to play a role in successful
transfers, noting that
statewide articulation
agreements lead to better
outcomes for transfer stu-
dents. Students with
degrees know they are less
likely to lose credits after
transferring and less likely
to have to retake a course
than students who transfer
without a degree.

Students in the study
attended colleges in a state
with an articulation agree-
ment that guarantees full
“credit capture” for students
who transfer to public four-
years with an associate
degree. The authors specu-
lated that community col-
lege students who transfer
to public four-year colleges
with credits but no degree
may have difficulty receiv-
ing credit for all their class-
es, which can delay, and
even completely derail,
bachelor’s degree comple-
tion.

CCRC cited a recent City
University of New York
study that found 42 percent
of transfer students lost at
least 10 percent — and

Associate .............
continued from page 1

CCRC .......................
continues on page 5

Lunch ’n Learn workshop
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Located AtLTD Ford
THE BIG TIRE

EVENT
LOW PRICE TIRE GUARANTEE 

On all tires every day, up to 30 days after the sale.

PLUS UP TO $120 REBATE on 4 select-brand tires.
$60 National Rebate PLUS $60 Ford Service/QL Credit Card Rebate

Look To Our Factory Trained Technicians For Your Spring Maintenance!
We will beat any price on the 11 major tire brands we sell… GUARANTEED!

LOW PRICE GUARANTEE
UP TO $80.00 MAIL-IN REBATES ON ALREADY LOW PRICE GUARANTEE PRICES!

WORKS PACKAGE
Ford Special $39.95
LTD Coupon -$5.00

CREDIT CARD REPAIR OFFER
$25 REBATE ON A QUALIFYING
PURCHASE OF $250 OR MORE
placed on new or existing Ford Service or Quick Lane 

Credit Card accounts new AND existing credit card 
accounts. See dealer for details.

Offer good through 5-31-14 and cannot be combined 
with the brake or $60 tire credit card rebates.

848 E. Noleman, Centralia  • 1-618-532-4733
SELECT BRANDS,

ANY SIZE:
• Pirelli • Goodyear 

• Yokohama • Michelin
• Dunlop • General Tire

• Hankook
Expires 5-31-14

AC INSPECTION
• Check Vent Temp 

• Check AC Components Leaks 
• Check Cabin Filters 

• Check Compressor Belt

$39.95
Offer good through 5-31-14

HAND WASH & VAC
$25.00

READY FOR SPRING? GET A FREE MULTIPONT INSPECTION TO MAKE SURE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK IS!

= $34.95

Graduates
Several STARS stu-

dents either graduated
in the fall of 2013 or

will graduate after the
spring 2014 semester.

They are, FRONT ROW,
FROM LEFT, Monica
Burney of Dix, Kaira

James of Mt. Vernon,
Christine Hood of Mt.

Vernon, Paige
Matthews of Benton,

Kristin Manley of Blu-
ford, and Nicolle Patton

of Mt. Vernon; BACK
ROW, FROM LEFT, Car-
olyn Doggan of Mt. Ver-

non, Jacob Dial of Mt.
Vernon, Henry Dykstra
of McLeansboro, Kay-

lan Grove of Benton,
Makeda Jones of Mt.
Vernon, and Kenneth

Miles-Akins of Mt. Ver-
non. (ReAnne Palmer /

RLC Public Informa-
tion)

Perseverance
Award 

honorees
Fourteen RLC STARS
students were honored
with the Perseverance
Award during the cere-
mony. Pictured is,
FRONT ROW, FROM
LEFT, Jamie Brock of
Ewing, Sierra Calloni of
Mulkeytown, Kaira
James of Mt. Vernon,
Makeda Jones of Mt.
Vernon, and Kristin
Manley of Bluford;
BACK ROW, FROM
LEFT, Carolyn Doggan
of Mt. Vernon, Amanda
Craig of Mt. Vernon,
Sherlinda Harris of Mt.
Vernon, Crystal Knisley
of Thompsonville, Ken-
neth Miles-Akins of Mt.
Vernon, and Lilian
Wilburn of Thomp-
sonville. Not pictured
are Mariah Eubanks of
Benton and Zachary
Francois of Mt. Vernon.
(ReAnne Palmer / RLC
Public Information)

STARS 
Student 

of the Year
Kenneth Miles-Akins,
RIGHT, of Mt. Vernon
was named STARS
Student of the Year
during the program’s
recognition ceremony
last week at Rend Lake
College. Miles-Akins is
studying to become a
substance abuse coun-
selor at RLC. He was
also awarded the Per-
severance Award and
honored as a 2014
graduate. He will be
transferring to South-
ern Illinois University
Carbondale in the fall
to continue working on
a bachelor’s degree. He
is pictured with TRIO
Director Leah Stallman.
(ReAnne Palmer / RLC
Public Information)

Cybulski Scholarship recipient
Jamie Brock, LEFT, of Ewing was awarded the
Cybulski Scholarship Award during the 17th
Annual STARS Recognition Ceremony last
week. Brock was also awarded the Perseverance
Award during the ceremony. The Cybulski Schol-
arship is named in honor of the late George
Cybulski, an 81-year-old RLC student who had a
dream to go back to school and earn a degree.
Brock is pictured with Lisa Price, Vice President
of Student Services. (ReAnne Palmer / RLC Pub-
lic Information)

STARS ceremony

Best of Luck!!

You looked and so could
a potential customer!
532-5604
246-2000
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Recess doesn’t have
to end because
school is out. Kids
can stay active this

summer with a series of
Sports Camps at Rend Lake
College covering basketball,
softball, volleyball, dance,
and cheer.

GIRLS SOFTBALL
Girls Softball, for those

entering or leaving grades 4-
8, is scheduled for 1 – 4 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday, June 4-
6. RLC Softball Coach Dave
Ellingsworth will teach
campers the fundamentals
of hitting, fielding, pitching

and base run-
ning, as

well as
the

mental
aspects

of the
game. Stu-

dents are asked to bring a
glove and wear tennis shoes
or rubber cleats; a bat and
helmet are optional.The
camp costs $50 and will be
held at the RLC Softball
Field in Ina.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Next up will be Girls Basket-
ball Camp, scheduled for 1 –
4 p.m., Monday-Wednesday,
June 9-11, for students
entering or leaving grades 6-
8. RLC Women’s Basketball

Coach Ward
McDaniel
will have
campers
practice
shooting,
ball handling,
passing, one-on-one
defense, and rebounding.
Youth should wear gym
shorts, a T-shirt, socks, and
basketball shoes.The cost
of the camp is $60 and will
be held in Waugh Gymnasi-
um on the Ina campus.

CHEER & DANCE
The Cheerleading and

Dance camps will be held on
Monday-Wednesday, June
16-18, by RLC Coach Nikki
LaBuwi-Carollo for students
entering or leaving K-8.
Dance Camp will last from 9
a.m. – noon, and Cheerlead-
ing Camp will begin
after, from 1 – 4
p.m., both in
Waugh Gymnasi-
um on the Ina
campus.The
cost of each
camp is $55,
but students
who enroll in
both receive a
$10 discount.
JR. HIGH CHEER SQUADS

Junior High School Cheer-
leading Squads can also
participate in summer camp
to get advanced instruction
on floor cheers, basic stunt-

ing, dance, and voice projec-
tion from LaBuwi-Carollo for
$55.The instruc-
tion will be
held from 9
a.m. – 4
p.m., Thurs-
day and Fri-
day, June
19-20 in
Waugh Gym-
nasium.

VOLLEYBALL
Finally, Volleyball Camp

will be hosted by RLC Vol-
leyball Coach Sara Crews
for students entering or leav-
ing grades 6-8 for $50 each.
Campers will practice pass-
ing, setting, hitting, blocking,
and offensive
and defen-
sive princi-
ples. Atten-
dees are
asked to
bring their
own lunch, and
wear shorts, a T-shirt, socks,
tennis shoes, and kneepads.
The camp is scheduled for 9
a.m. – 4 p.m., Thursday and
Friday, June 26-27 in Waugh
Gymnasium on the Ina cam-
pus.

All campers will get a
Sports Camp T-shirt with
registration. Payments may
be made by check, money
order, credit or debit cards,
or cash, and must be
received at the time of regis-
tration. Parents and
guardians are responsible
for all transportation
arrangements to and from
camp.

Get the registration form
online at www.rlc.edu/kid-
scamps. For more informa-
tion, contact RLC Athletics
at (618) 437-5321, Ext. 1250
or oxford@rlc.edu.

SSuummmmeerr SSppoorrttss CCaammppss
ooppeenn ffoorr yyoouutthh aatthhlleetteess

BY REANNE PALMER            
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R
end Lake College’s
Matt Greenfield
(Hassocks, Eng-
land) took second 

place individually at the
RLC Invite, held April 27
to 28 at Green Hills Coun-
try Club in Mt. Vernon.
The Warriors also finished
second overall at 610
(304-306), two strokes
back from winners John
A. Logan.

Greenfield ended day
one tied for ninth with four

others at 76. He then
scored the Invite two-day
low of 67, putting his
overall score of 143 one
stroke behind individual
winner Tanner McKinney
of Mineral Community
College at 142 (71-71).

Rend Lake’s Dalton
Korte (Metropolis) and
Trenton Easley (West
Frankfort) also finished in
the top ten for the War-
riors. Korte finished in
seventh place with 149
(73-76) and Easley fin-
ished in tenth with 153
(77-76).

Teammates Blake Swof-
ford (Vandalia) and Matt
Williams (Mt. Vernon) tied
in 11th with three other
golfers with 154. Swofford
was 73-81 to Williams’ 76-
78. Sophomore Dayton
Jones (Hopkinsville, Ky.)
came in 25th with a score
of 159 (79-80), followed
by Jesse Sanders (Ben-

ton) with 163 (80-83) and
Gage Wetzel (Mattoon)
with 165 (89-76).

Rounding it off for the
Warriors was Travis
Waninger at 166 (80-86)
and Brett Mammenga
(New Baden) at 176 (87-
89).

For complete results
from the Invite,
visitwww.golfstat.com/sch
edule/global_tourna-
ment_results.cfm?tid=295
18.

The Warriors will travel
to Bloomington this week-
end to compete in the
Regional Championship
at Illinois State University
Golf Course. If they quali-
fy, the team will move on
to the NJCAA National
Championship at Swan
Lake Resort in Plymouth,
Ind. on May 20-23.

For all things athletic at
The Lake, visit
www.rlc.edu/warriors.
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Breese, IL 618-526-7612
Olney, IL 618-395-4670

SHERRI LUTZ
THE INSURANCE SHOPPE
1141 S. BROADWAY
SALEM, IL 62881

618-548-1053

SHERRI LUTZ
THE INSURANCE SHOPPE

GGrreeeennffiieelldd,, WWaarrrriioorrss ggoollff 
tteeaamm ttaakkee sseeccoonndd aatt RRLLCC IInnvviittee

Solution to crossword 
puzzle printed on page 2.

BY REANNE PALMER          
RLC SPORTS INFORMATION

T
he Rend Lake Col-
lege Men’s Golf
team wrapped up
their season last

weekend with a third
place finish at the NJCAA
Region 24 Championship
at Weibring Golf Club in
Bloomington. The War-
riors finished 17 strokes
back from Region winner
Parkland College with an
overall score of 933 (312-
314-307). Parkland, who
scored 916 (307-309-

300), will move on to play
in the NJCAA National
Championship in Ply-
mouth, Ind. later this
month.

Leading the Warriors’
five-person team was
Blake Swofford (Van-
dalia) and Travis
Waninger (Chrisney, Ind.)
who both tied for 11th
place with a score of
233. Swofford went 80-
76-77 to Waninger’s 72-
85-76. Sophomore Day-
ton Jones (Hopkinsville,
Ky.) finished three

strokes behind in 15th
place at 236 (81-79-76).

Rounding it up for the
Warriors was Matt
Greenfield (Hassocks,
England) and Dalton
Korte (Metropolis) who
tied in 21st with scores of
241. Korte was 82-81-78
and Greenfield was 79-
78-84.

For complete results
from the Region 24
Championships, click
here. For all things ath-
letic at The Lake, visit
www.rlc.edu/warriors.

MMeenn’’ss GGoollff ppllaacceess tthhiirrdd aatt
RReeggiioonn 2244 CChhaammppiioonnsshhiipp
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With perfect
weather and not
a cloud in sight,
over 50 car-

enthusiasts flocked to the
Second Annual Rend Lake
College MarketPlace Car
Show yesterday. All pro-
ceeds raised by the Car
Show went to automotive
scholarships for future RLC
students. View more photos
from the event at
www.flickr.com/photos/rendl
akecollege/sets/721576445
15936092/.
2014 Rend Lake College

MarketPlace 
Car Show Results

• Best of Show — Diane
Morgan, 1967 Chevy Nova

• Best Motor — Bobby
Fisher, 1931 Ford Victoria

• Best GM — Mike John-
son, 1967 Chevy Impala

• Best Mopar — Todd
Story, 1972 Plymouth
Roadrunner

• Best Ford — Don
Nichols, 1967 Ford Mus-
tang

• Best Street Rod — Jim
Dorris, 1937 Chevy 4-Door
Sedan

• Best Paint — Dean
Parks, 1956 Chevy Belair

• Best Interior — Vince
Brown, 1955 Chevy BelAir

Top 1995 & Newer (no
particular order)

• James Green, 2004
Chevy Silverado

• Don and Donna Hamil-
ton, 2003 Chevy Corvette

• Jeff Oestreicher, 2002
Chevy Silverado

• Audrey Robinson, 1998
Ford Mustang

• Jay Yunker, 2002 Ford
Mustang GT

Top 1975-1994 
(no particular order)

• John Gray, 1975 Pontiac
Trans Am

• Jamie Jones, 1981
Chevy Corvette

• Ken Lomax, 1988 Ford
Mustang GT

• Javin Pasley, 1992 Toy-
ota Truck

• James Robinson, 1978
Chevy Camaro

• Clyde Shafer, 1977
Chevy Scottsdale 4x4

• Ray Sperling, 1992 Ford
Mustang

Top 1974 & Older 
(no particular order)

• Jim Alexander, 1935
Chevy 2-Door

• Kendall Ames, 1940
Chevy Coupster

• Toot and Mary Arview,
1951 Chevy 3100 Pickup

• Bret Baum, 1947 Chevy
Coupe

• Robert Beach, 1971
Chevy El Camino

• Bret and Jan Bonifacius,
1969 Chevy Camaro

• Travis Branson, 1970
Chevy Chevelle

• Wade Champ, 1973
Ford Bronco

• Ray Cummings, 1964
Chevy Malibu SS

• Bill Deaton, 1967 Chevy
Camaro

• Lindel Fisher, 1948
Dodge Pickup

• Rick Hale, 1965 Ford T-
Bird

• Terry Hale, 1970 Chevy
Nova

• Jim Hutcheson, 1965
Chevy Chevelle

• Alan Johnson, 1965
Ford Galaxie 500XL

• Jerry Jones, 1940 Ford
Coupe

• Byford Klebba, 1955
Chevy 2-Door

• Byford Klebba, 1960
Chevy Convertible

• Donnie and Dee Lowe,
1974 VW Rat Bug

• Jimmy Phillips, 1967
Chevy Nova

• Ronnie Podoriscki, 1937
Ford Tudor

• James Reid, 1974
Chevy Corvette

• Chris Schempp, 1971
Chevy Nova

• Karen Severs, 1970
Chevy El Camino

• Karen Severs, 1972
Chevy El Camino

• Richard Taylor, 1960
Chevy K-10 Apache

• Rick Taylor, 1968 Chevy
Camaro

• Bret Walker, 1952 Ford
Victoria

• Shelbey Walker, 1958
Ford Ranchero

• Keith Ward, 1950 Merc
2-Door

• Shannon Wolf, 1971
Chevy Chevelle

• Tick Zumberac, 1957
Chevy 2-Door Coupe

RLC MarketPlace Car Show results 2014

When Kelly took over as
chairman in 2008, the
RLCF was beginning the
“Friends of the Theatre”
campaign that brought a
major renovation to the
facility on campus. Board
member Mary Ellen Aiken
championed that cause,
according to Kelly.

“She was instrumental in
getting that taken care of,”
he said. “It’s fantastic how
the college has been sup-
ported by so many people.
I think people are motivat-
ed by the number of schol-
arships we offer and are
offered by various busi-
nesses and individuals in
our area. And I think they
understand that scholar-
ships aren’t the only way
to help. They can be a part
of helping the college by
giving to various cam-
paigns.”

After serving five years
as chairman, Kelly handed
the gavel to Ed Cunning-
ham in 2013. Kelly
returned to his seat as a
regular member of the
RLCF Board.

“Jim serves as one of
my earliest memories from
RLCF as he always went

out of his way to make
everyone smile and feel
welcome,” said RLCF CEO
Shawna Manion. “His dedi-
cation to RLC and our stu-
dents serves as a model for
directorship, he will be
remembered for his service
at RLCF and in his commu-
nity.”

Kelly said it is important
that RLCF leaders continue
to be transparent on what
projects are in the works
and how the money is
being used. He was asked
to join the board by a previ-
ous member. At first, he
said, it seemed like a chal-
lenge he didn’t need to take
on. But after taking a look
around, he decided it was
good company — a dedi-
cated group that would get
some things done for local
education. The RLCF
Board has always been
made up of high-caliber
leaders from local commu-
nities. The current board is
an excellent example of
that.

“A lot of these people on
here now weren’t here
when I first started,” said
Kelly. “Right now we’ve got
some of the most intelligent
people in the area serving
on this board. We’ve got

some top-notch people.
“It’s growing all the time,”

said Kelly. “I think the future
is great for the college and
the Foundation.”

Like RLC and its stu-
dents, Kelly’s service
touched lives across the
region: Sesser United
Methodist Church, Sesser
City Council, Sesser
Masonic Lodge, Sesser-
Valier Alumni Recognition
Committee, Sesser Home-
coming Association, Sesser
Area Cultural and Develop-
ment Corporation, Sesser
Jaycees, Lion’s, and Kiwa-
nis; Sesser Chamber of
Commerce, Franklin Coun-
ty Shrine Club, Ainad
Shrine, Franklin County
Sheriff’s Merit Board, Illi-
nois Bankers Association,
Cache River District Lay
Leadership Committee,
Christopher Rural Health
Corporation, and trustee of
the Goode-Barren Town-
ship Building.

Kelly’s visitation was held
on Tuesday, May 6, at the
United Methodist May 7, at
the church.

To read a full obituary,
visit Gilbert Funeral Homes
online at http://www.gilbert-
funeralhomes.com/obituar-
ies/James-Kelly-7/

Kelly ....................
continued from page 1

sometimes all — of their
accumulated community
college credits. Students
who were able to transfer
90 percent or more of their
credits were two and half
times as likely to complete
a bachelor’s degree as stu-
dents who transferred less
than half their credits, it
added.

The transfer issue figures
prominently in the Ameri-
can Association of Commu-
nity Colleges’ (AACC) blue-
print to redesign the two-
year college experience.
One of the strategies noted
in AACC’s 21st-Century
Commission report calls to
promote transfer from com-
munity colleges to bac-
calaureate institutions
through state policy stipu-
lating that students who
complete an agreed-upon
core of transfer courses
and earn an associate
degree may transfer to
junior standing at a public
university without losing
credits.

AACC’s follow-up imple-
mentation guide —
released this month at the
AACC annual convention
— includes examples of
establishing guarantees for
seamless transfers and
implementing automatic
graduation and reverse
transfer programs. Efforts
at Seminole State College
of Florida and El Paso
Community College in
Texas are featured, as well
as the Tennessee Transfer
Pathways program.

The CCRC study also
noted that different kinds of
associate degrees affect
the likelihood that transfer
students will attain a bach-
elor’s degree. Associate of
arts (AA) and associate of
science (AS) degrees, both
of which are transfer-orient-
ed degrees, significantly
increased students’ likeli-
hood of earning a bac-

calaureate, the study said.
Students who earned an
associate of applied sci-
ence (AAS) degree —
designed for direct entry
into the workforce — were
less likely than students
with more than 50 college
credits but no degree to
complete a bachelor’s
degree after transferring.

CCRC added that four-
year institutions also see
the benefit of working with
two-year colleges on trans-
fer students to improve
their own completion rates.
For students in transfer-ori-
ented programs, encourag-
ing completion at the com-
munity college can lead to
four-year college outcomes
that are nearly 10 percent-
age points greater than
comparable students who
do not complete, the study
said.

“Colleges should thus
consider redoubling efforts
to advise and encourage
transfer-seeking students to
earn the associate degree
credential first,” the report
said.

Community colleges
need to better communi-
cate to students and faculty
the benefits of completing

an associate degree, said
Davis Jenkins, senior
research associate at
CCRC. Faculty members
themselves often underval-
ue an associate degree
and encourage students to
transfer without earning a
credential, he said.

Another reason students
might not be completing a
degree before transferring
is because the process is
confusing, even with the
recent surge in articulation
agreements between two-
and four-year institutions,
Jenkins said. Students
often don’t understand the
transfer process, general
education requirements or
how those general educa-
tion courses related to
majors, he said.

That confusion may also
be the reason so many
community college stu-
dents are taking more cred-
its than they need in order
to graduate, Jenkins said.

Making the process more
transparent and easy falls
on both community col-
leges and their partnering
four-year institutions, he
said.

“It’s a two-way street,” he
said.

CCRC .....................
continued from page 2
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puzzle printed on page 2.

the water refilling stations
located across campus.
The refilling stations
located in Aquatics, South
Oasis, Academic, and
North Oasis have collec-
tively saved a little over
20,000; 16-ounce plastic
bottles from entering the
waste stream. We would
like to give a special
thanks to Casey Rhine for
organizing the delivery of
the specially designed
bottles to campus.

On Wednesday, Ameri-
Corps students relabeled
multiple waste and alu-
minum recycling bins
across campus. Keep an
eye out for the new labels
with our logo as you stroll
through campus. A spe-
cial thanks to our Ameri-

Corps crew of Margo
Wagner, Brenae Hallam,
and Sarah Ganieany, as
well as our Maintenance
Department for making
this a successful event.

On Saturday we part-
nered with the Drug
Enforcement Agency to
host a Rx Drug Take Back
Initiative at the Mt. Vernon
MarketPlace. The event
was held from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., and resulted in
the collection of 45
pounds of
unwanted/unused pre-
scription drugs that will
now be disposed of in an
environmentally friendly
method. A special thanks
to Charlie Brown and our
Police Department for
assisting in this event.

Thanks and enjoy your
day,

Greg and Tyson

Earth Week .......
continued from page 1

Diane Morgan of Centralia won Best of Show at the Second Annual Market-
Place Car Show with her 1967 Chevy Nova. (ReAnne Palmer / RLC Public
Information)
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